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Acts of the Apostles
An eight-week study on the book of Acts. 

Authorship, Overview (Outline) & Objective: “The Acts of the Apostles is the name 
given since about the middle of the century A.D. to the second volume of a History of 
Christian Origins composed by a first century Christian and dedicated to a certain 
Theophilus. The first volume of this History is also extant as one of the twenty-seven 
documents included in the New Testament canon; it is the work ordinarily known as The 
Gospel according to St. Luke.”1

Scholars agree that the authorship of this book in the New Testament is 
attributed to St. Luke, linking him to the two-volume account (Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-2).

The book of Acts begins wth the outpouring of the promised Holy Spirit and the 
commencement of the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This Spirit-inspired 
evangelism began in Jerusalem and eventually spread to Rome, covering most of the 
Roman Empire.

Written sometime between A.D. 63 and A.D. 70, it is the connecting link between 
Christ’s life and the life of the church, between the Gospels and the Letters.

The following studies are not all-encompassing since Acts has 28 chapters. Selected 
passages have been chosen to study and apply. It’s a launchpad for you and your co-
leaders. Feel free to tailor this study to your specific group.
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 F.F. Bruce, introduction to Commentary on the Book of the Acts (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 1
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Overview: 
Week 1: The Promise of Power Fulfilled at Pentecost (Ch. 2:1-41)

The Holy Spirit’s Powerful Arrival and the Crowd’s Response (2:1-13)
Peter’s Spirit-filled Preaching and the Crowd’s Response (2:14-41)
Characteristics of the Spirit-Empowered Church (2:42-47)

Week 2: Faith Under Trial: Peter and John’s Defense Before the Sanhedrin (Ch. 4)
Week 3: Severe Persecution Leading to Rapid Expansion (Ch. 8:1-4)

Philip’s Journey to Samaria (8:4-8)
Philip and the Ethiopian (8:26-40)

Week 4: Saul of Tarsus: The Conversion of a Persecutor (Ch. 9:1-31)
His Conversion (9:1-19)
Saul’s Teaching in Damascus and Jerusalem (9:19-31)

Week 5: Peter at Cornelius’ house (Ch. 10)
Week 6: Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Ch. 13:1-48)

Paul and Barnabas Commissioned by the Local Church (13:1-3)
Visiting Cyprus (13:4-12)
Visiting Pisidian Antioch (13:13-48)

Week 7: Paul and Silas in Prison (Ch. 16:16-40)
The Rebuke of an Evil Spirit (16:16-21)
Worship in Hard Circumstances (16:22-28)
The Jailer’s Conversion (16:28-40)

Week 8: Paul’s Arrest and Ministry During Imprisonment (Ch. 28)
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Intro and Chapter 2
Opening Question: When was the last time you truly waited in anticipation for 
something?

For Core Group Leaders: (A general overview of the book will need to be given during 
this week. Basic historical context has been provided on page 1 of this study, but 
additional information can be found using a good Study Bible or Bible Dictionary/
Encyclopedia.)

After going over historical context, read Acts 2 together.

A note on the speaking in tongues: There may be some questions that arise from this 
chapter regarding speaking in tongues. The wind and fire symbolize the presence of 
God among the disciples. “The Greek and Hebrew words for ‘Spirit’ can also mean 
‘wind’ and ‘breath’. (ref. Ezekiel 37:1-14). According to Jesus, the blowing of the wind 
‘illustrates the mysterious operation of the Spirit in effecting new birth.’ (see John 3:7-8)
…Moreover, fire is also a symbol of the powerful presence of God, as both the fire at the 
burning bush (Exodus 3:2-5) and the pillar of fire at night (Exodus 12:21-22) indicate.”  2

Whatever else we may say of the wind and fire and the disciples’ reaction to it, this is for 
certain: “the Spirit God came upon them in power.”3

Essentially, the disciples were filled with the Spirit so that they could be empowered to 
testify about Jesus (see John 14:15-21; John 16:7-15; Acts 1:7-8). 

As the Holy Spirit filled the disciples, languages were given to them to glorify God. 
Important to note is that these languages were distinguishable to all who could hear 
them. Because of the Jewish harvest festival, Pentecost, Jews from all over were in 
Jerusalem to present gifts and offerings before the Lord. This is how we have an 
account of the languages that were understood based on the regions represented.

Speaking with tongues, or glossolalia in Greek, was a normal occurrence in the New 
Testament. F.F. Bruce gives indication on speaking in tongues: “We need not go outside 
the NT to find another form of glossolalia—it was a ‘spiritual gift’ highly valued by the 
Corinthian church. Paul, in dealing with this ‘gift’ in 1 Cor. 12:3 and 14:2, does not deny 
that it is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit but deprecates the undue importance which 
his Corinthian converts were attaching to it. As cultivated in the church at Corinth, 
glossolalia was uttered in a speech which no hearer could understand until someone 
present received the correlative spiritual gift of interpretation. The abuse to which this 
variety of the phenomenon could lend itself can be easily imagined. But on the day of 

 Ajith Fernando, The NIV Application Commentary: Acts (Zondervan: 1998), 87.2

 F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of the Acts (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company: 3

1954), 54.
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Pentecost the words spoken by the disciples in their divine ecstasy were immediately 
recognized by the visitors from many lands who heard them.”4

Be mindful of Core Group members questions regarding this topic and try to answer as 
best as you can. The main point you want to drive across is that the disciples were 
empowered to preach about Jesus to those in Jerusalem and to the far ends of the 
earth.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. Why do the Jews think the disciples have had too much wine?

2. What is Peter’s response to this?

3. Quoting Joel, who does Peter say should receive the “pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit?”

4. What is the response to the audience’s question in verse 37?

5. How would you define “repent”?

6. What did the community of believers look like from that day forward (v. 42-47)?

Application Questions:

1. From verses 42-47, what appeals to you the most when it comes to the fellowship of 
the believers?

2. From verses 42-47, what is the hardest for you to do/believe in?

Spiritual Exercise: Lunch Buddies

Get together with a fellow Core Group member and have a meal together before the 
next Core Group meeting. Share your story with one another, talk about hobbies you 
might have, and share prayer requests. Commit to praying for one another for at least 5 
minutes each day for the next week.

 F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of the Acts (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company: 4

1954), 57.
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Week Two: Acts 4
Opening Question:

1. Tell about a time you stood up for something you believed in and what the 
experience was like.

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

Peter and John are just coming off from a powerful encounter with the Holy Spirit as 
read in Acts 2. As they head to the temple to pray in Acts 3, they see a man lame from 
birth who is asking for spare change. Seeing the need beyond what the man is asking, 
they (through the power of the Holy Spirit) heal the man. The man, in turn, get up and 
starts walking and jumping, praising God! This draws a crowd, including the ones who 
were present in the crucifixion of Jesus. The story continues in Acts 4.

Read Acts 4 together.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. Why was preaching the resurrection of Jesus such a big deal to the Sadducees, 
priests, and temple guard?

2. How many more believed in Jesus that day?

3. What does this tell you about the message that Peter and John were preaching?

4. Had Peter and John broken a law? If not, why were they taken to jail and 
consequently tried before the Sanhedrin (or rulers and teachers of the law)?

5. Why don't the Sanhedrin refute the claim of Jesus being resurrected when Peter 
brings it up?

6. What are the conditions for Peter and John’s release?

7. How do the believers respond when Peter and John go back to report how their 
meeting with the officials went? Why do they respond this way?

Application Questions:

1. Have you ever thought about sharing your faith with a group?

2. If you have shared your faith with a group, what was the experience like? If you 
haven’t, what holds you back?

Chi Alpha Core Group Study 
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Spiritual Exercise: Witness

Write an account of how God has been at work in your life in the past six months. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to make you sensitive and open to an opportunity to share your 
experience with a friend. If you’re not sure what this looks like, speak with your Core 
Group leader and ask for guidance.
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Week Three: Acts 8
Opening Question:

1. Have you ever felt successful in what you’ve accomplished? What was it like when 
that feeling left?

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

Our journey brings us to Acts 8. The Church had been getting established in Jerusalem 
as more people were responding to the teaching of the apostles. Community was being 
formed and founded and all seemed well. However, all would not go “well” for long. Saul 
(who we later know as Paul) had encouraged opposition in the open killing of a man, 
Stephen, who had preached truth and boldness in his confession of Christ. This first 
martyrdom sparks a great persecution that sends all believers except for the apostles 
throughout Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1). Today, we read about one man and his 
journey: Philip.

Read Acts 8:1-8, 26-40

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. Why, after witnessing the stoning of Stephen and fleeing for their lives, would the 
believers keep on preaching the word wherever they went?

2. Why was it a big deal for Philip to preach Christ in Samaria? (context may need to 
be given. Refer to John 4:4-9)

3. Philip has success in Samaria. If he’s got all the success going for him, why does he 
go on the desert road from Jerusalem to Gaza?

4. How does Philip share the Gospel with the eunuch?

5. What is the eunuch’s response?

Chi Alpha Core Group Study 
Page �  of �7 18



Chi Alpha Core Group Study 
�

Application Questions:

1. Philip’s obedience is tested when he is called to leave Samaria where a lot of joy 
was spreading to a lonely desert road to witness to just one person. Has your 
obedience been tested in a situation where it didn’t make sense to follow what you 
felt like God was prompting you to do, but you did it anyway? What was it like?

2. Samaritans were not fully reconciled with the Jews. Some would argue that they 
were not deserving of salvation. Yet, Philip went and preached to them anyway. 
Have you shared Christ with someone that you might not have automatically been 
drawn to? What was that experience like and how did you feel afterwards?

Spiritual Exercise: Discernment

Biblical discernment is more than just good judgement, open doors and decision making 
skills. Right discernment arises out of a relationship with God in prayer. It is founded on 
the reality of the Holy Spirit’s presence within us. Jesus makes it clear the Holy Spirit is 
our Counselor and Guide into God’s will and ways. (See Romans 8:16; John 16:8; John 
16:13-14; Galatians 5:22-23)

This week, bring something that needs focus and attention to God. Walk through the 
steps below slowly when it comes to making this decision. Report back to Core Group 
what the process was like for you.

1. Come into the presence of God focusing your attention on His love and goodness. 
Thank God that you have a Guide who is on your side and wants to help you.

2. Consider what it means to be totally attached to God’s agenda and will. Confess any 
idols of your heart that blocks your trust.
1. Acknowledge any compulsions and addictions that get in the way of freely 

surrendering to God.
2. Get some distance from your impulses, agendas and compulsion to decide now.

3. Lay your choice before God and examine the matter thoroughly.
4. Share your desires with God. What is it you want? Does your desire reflect some 

deeper desire? How does your desire or choice line up with love of God and others? 
How does the choice lead you deeper into faithfulness and goodness?

5. Use reason. Will this choice be experienced as a life-giving, loving action for those it 
affects? Make a pro and con list.

6. Attend to your feelings. What gives consolation to you in this moment? What gives 
desolation? Picture yourself in this situation for a length of time. What do you see?

7. Listen to God as you read Scripture. Pay attention where verses or words might 
“light up” and speak to you.

8. Seek the counsel of a trusted friend. Remove yourself from the situation for a 
moment. Look from an outsider’s point of view.

9. Offer your choice to God. Pray for wisdom and the freedom of the Spirit to blow 
through you. Wait. Ask God to bring your head and your heart into agreement. 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Week Four: Acts 9
Opening Question:

1. What has been the last movie you watched where you hoped the villain would win?

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders): 

Our journey brings us back to Saul who is still on a tirade of persecution against those 
preaching Christ. From this point on, the remainder of the study will focus on Saul’s 
(who we know today as Paul) life and ministry. Saul will encounter Jesus on the road 
and his life will be forever changed. This can be a great opportunity to have one or two 
Core Group members share a little about how they came to make a decision to follow 
Jesus. If no one wants to share, don’t put anyone on the spot! Tell a little about your 
own story of following Jesus.

Read Acts 9:1-31 together.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. Why does God strike Saul with blindness? Is this a gift of grace? Why or why not?

2. Why does Ananias at first refuse to go where Saul is staying?

3. What plans and purposes does God have for Saul’s life?

4. What is Saul’s response to the prayer of Ananias?

5. What is different about Saul’s agenda in Damascus than originally planned?

6. Out of the disciples, who takes Saul under his wing?

Application Questions:

1. When was the last time you felt a strong presence of God in your life? What made it 
special?

2. It is not always easy to love others, especially when we are skeptical of them or 
doubt their motives. Yet, Ananias expresses love when he goes to pray for Saul. Put 
yourself in the shoes of Ananias. What would you have done? 

3. Tell about a time when someone came to you in your life and did something loving 
that helped you see Christ better. How did you feel? What changed in your 
character? How did you respond to this person’s display of Christ-love?

Chi Alpha Core Group Study 
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Spiritual Exercise: Prayer Walking

Spend time as you walk from your room to your classes, to Commons, to meetings and 
pray for your friends, classmates, colleagues, custodial staff, kitchen staff, Deans, 
HoCs, and profs. Offer yourself to be the hands and heart of Jesus on campus.
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Week 5: Acts 10
Opening Question:

1. Have you ever stopped being friends with someone based on their beliefs or 
attitudes? What was it like for you?

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

This is the longest single narrative in Acts (sixty-six verses, 10:1-11:18). “The range of 
the apostolic message has been steadily broadening, and now the time has come for it 
to cross the barrier which separated Jews from Gentiles and be presented 
unambiguously to Gentiles.”5

This is a pivotal moment for the church as Peter will eventually address Pharisee 
leaders on the issue of whether or not Gentiles can be saved by faith alone (Acts 15) by 
referencing his experience we will read today. A zealous follower, Peter will be have to 
confront his upbringing against the living God on sharing the gift of salvation with 
Gentiles (or non-Jews).

Read Acts chapter 10 together.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. What characteristics does Luke point out about Cornelius and his family?

2. What is the significance that both Peter and Cornelius receive a vision?

3. Why does Peter feel tension about going to Cornelius’ house?

4. In verse 34, Peter says he realizes that God doesn’t show favoritism. How, then, 
does one “earn” an audience with God? (hint: verse 35)

5. What happens as a result of Peter sharing the Gospel with Cornelius and his family?

Application Questions:

1. Are there areas of campus where you feel like there isn’t a credible representation of 
the Gospel? 

 F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of the Acts (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company: 5

1954), 214.
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2. Talk about the difficulties you may experience in sharing faith with a friend who may 
not believe in the Gospel.

3. What are some practical ways to share faith with a friend or classmate who doesn’t 
know Jesus?

Spiritual Exercise: Meditation

“Meditation is not about emptying the mind so there is nothing there. Christian 
meditation opens us to the mind of Go and to his world and presence in the world. As 
we enter times of meditation, it is important to let go of our preoccupations so we can 
focus our minds and become present to God. Our minds are naturally designed to make 
associations and follow tangents. Meditation is a way we train the mind to stay put so it 
can explore appropriate associations. Simple physical exercises like stretching, sitting 
comfortably and breathing deeply can help us pay attention, listen deeply and even curb 
our distractibility.” (Calhoun, Spiritual Disciplines Handbook; 173)

Prepare yourself to mediate on Scripture by choosing a comfortable and quiet place. Do 
not rush. Stretch, arrange your chair, take off your shoes. Sit in a position that you can 
maintain without effort or attention. Place yourself in the presence of God. Release your 
anxieties and to-do list to the Lord. Ask him to open your heart to his Word. Choose 
either Psalm 139, 86, 42 or another short passage from the Bible.

Take your time and when a word “lights up” for you, stop and attend. Let the word or 
phrase room around in your mind and heart. What do you hear? What feelings do you 
notice in yourself? Write down any questions that may surface; you can come back to 
them later. 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Week 6: Acts 13
Opening Question:

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “missions?”

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

At this point, more and more Gentiles (or non-Jews) are hearing Christ preached and 
receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit as well as being baptized with water. Though 
persecution has not stopped, the believers are still being bold in their witness for Christ. 
Saul and Barnabas are no exception. It was not uncommon in the New Testament to be 
especially sensitive to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. This is the case for both Saul 
and Barnabas as they discern from the Holy Spirit that a new journey is about to begin. 
Note: verse 9 is where Saul becomes known as Paul.

Read Acts 13:1-52 together.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. How do Saul and Barnabas know they are to go and spread the Gospel? Who 
guides them when they leave?

2. Why does Bar-Jesus, or Elymas, oppose the message of Paul and Barnabas? 

3. What happens as a result of the opposition of Elymas? What does this say about the 
nature of God?

4. How do the Jews respond to Paul’s preaching? 

5. How do the Gentiles respond to Paul’s preaching?

Application Questions:

1. When sharing Christ with a friend, have you had someone disagree with you that 
overheard the conversation? What was that moment like?

2. Paul tailors his message to his audience. In other words, he appeals to what the 
people know. Talk about what approaches you could take if you had three very 
different friends and wanted to share the Gospel with them.

Chi Alpha Core Group Study 
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Spiritual Exercise: Operation World

Between now and the next Core Group, visit www.operationworld.org. Research a 
couple of countries that interest you. What draws you to that area? What are the 
statistics like in terms of believers there? Commit 5 minutes each day to pray that the 
Gospel would be shared with the people in the area of your choice. Pray that God would 
send workers to present the Gospel effectively and plainly to the people. Pray that the 
people would be open to hearing the message. 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Week 7: Acts 16
Opening Question:

1. Have you ever felt like your faith cost you something? Tell a story and what it felt like 
for you.

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

Have you ever been criticized for sharing your faith or doing something you thought was 
good for someone only to have the act of love turn on you? Today, we read about Paul 
and a believer, Silas, being thrown in prison for exorcising a demon from a slave girl. 
While the act itself was good, the results were costly for the owners of the girl. 
Misguided people regarded the slave girl’s demon-inspired words as messages from a 
god, so her services were in high demand.

Being thrown in prison, we read how Paul and Silas respond to such treatment and 
even read what happens when they have the chance to break free and run.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. What was so troublesome about the girl to Paul?

2. How did the owners of the girl respond to Paul’s authority?

3. Why do you think Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns in prison?

4. What happens as a result of the earthquake?

5. What happens to the jailer?

Application Questions:

1. When your faith is under trial, how do you normally respond?

2. Put yourself in Paul and Silas’ shoes. What keeps you from running away when the 
doors open and the chains are loosened?

3. What are some practical steps you could take when your faith comes under 
pressure? How will you see this through?
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Spiritual Exercise: Worship

“True worship of God happens when we put God first in our lives. When what God says 
matters more than what others say, and when loving God matters more than being 
loved. Discipline, willpower, giftedness and going to church can be good things. But they 
do not guarantee transformation. Transformation comes through valuing God above all 
else. Jesus knew people could do the same things he did: they could heal and perform 
miracles and preach—but that did not mean that they loved and worshiped 
God.” (Calhoun, Spiritual Disciplines Handbook; 44)

Think of times you have been deeply moved in worship. What was happening in your 
life at that time? What was going on in worship? Put yourself in places where you most 
easily connect with God in worship. Tuesday Night Live is a great place to worship with 
friends. Sitting in a courtyard in silence as the sun sets (or rises) can be a good place to 
worship God and the creativity He brings.
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Week 8: Acts 28
Opening Question:

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “faithful”? Are there personal 
examples you could name?

Important to Know (for Core Group Leaders):

We come to the last chapter in this book. Though, by no means is Paul’s work finished. 
He has now arrived to Rome. It had been his desire to preach the message about Christ 
in Rome (Romans 15:22-29) and it was also part of God's purpose and plans that he do 
so. Yet, the road was not easy for him. He was still in chains, suffered several setbacks, 
storms, shipwrecks, and other difficulties. Though Paul remained faithful, God did not 
make his way easy and trouble free.

In the same way, we may also follow God’s plans and remain entirely faithful to him; and 
still he may direct us in unpleasant paths involving great difficulty and trouble. Yet we 
can know that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him.” (Romans 
8:28)

Chapter 28 begins with a shipwreck that happened in the previous chapter as Paul had 
made his way toward Rome. Though this island was not part of Paul’s plan, he sees it 
as an opportunity to minister to the people.

Read Acts chapter 28 together.

Text Questions:
(Please add or alter any text questions to fit the need of your group!)

1. Why do the islanders respond the way they do when Paul gets bitten by a snake?

2. How do they respond when they see he isn’t affected? What happens as a result?

3. What was the general consensus among the Roman Jews from Paul’s message?

Application Questions:

1. Being a faithful follower of Jesus doesn’t always come easy as Paul found out. How 
might you encourage one another in Core Group to stay obedient?

2. The Gospel is meant for everyone, everywhere. Think of three concentric circles. 
The innermost circle is your friends and roommates at Yale, the second innermost 
circle is your family and friends back home, and the outer circle represents those 
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you have some kind of acquaintance with. How would you go about sharing the 
Gospel with each of those circles? Talk out some practical steps

3. Take time to pray for one another’s needs, but also pray how you can be better 
communicators of the Gospel to those around you. Pray that God would give you 
boldness and courage to speak truth and love.
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