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Grace: God’s Free and 
Undeserved Favor

Grace is a theme of the books
Job 42:10: After Job had prayed for his 
friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and 
gave him twice as much as he had 
before.
Jonah 3:10: When God saw what they 
did and how they turned from their evil 
ways, he relented and did not bring on 
them the destructions he had threatened.
Romans 11:6: And if by grace, then it 
can-not be based on works; if it were, 
grace would no longer be grace.

Grace comes as a gift
From God:
Psalm 84:11: For the Lord God is a sun 
and shield; the Lord bestows favor and 
honor; no good thing does he withhold 
from those whose walk is blameless.
Ephesians 2:8: For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God
—not by works, so that no one can boast.
James 1:17: Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows.
1 Peter 5:10: And the God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast.

From Jesus
John 1:17: For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:4: I always thank my 
God for you because of his grace given 
you in Christ Jesus.

From the Holy Spirit
Zechariah 12:10: And I will pour out on 
the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplica-
tion. They will look on me, the one they 
have pierced, and they will mourn for him 
as one mourns for an only child, and 
grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 
first-born son.
Hebrews 10:29: How much more 
severely do you think those deserved to 
be punished who have trampled the Son 
of God under-foot, who have treated as 
un unholy thing the blood of the covenant 
that sanctified them, and who have 
insulted the Spirit of grace?

How can we receive grace?
We must accept Christ
John 1:14,16: The Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth….Out of his 
fullness we have all re-ceived grace in 
place of grace already given.
2 Corinthians 8:9: For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich.
Ephesians 1:6-7: To the praise of his 
glori-ous grace, which he has freely given 
us in the One he loves. In him we have 
redemp-tion through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace.
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We must be humble
Proverbs 3:34: He mocks proud mockers 
but shows favor to the humble and 
oppress-ed.
James 4:6: But he gives us more grace. 
That is why Scripture says: “God opposes 
the proud but shows favor to the humble 
and oppressed.”

We cannot earn it by good works
Romans 11:6: And if by grace, then it 
can-not be based on works; if it were, 
grace would no longer be grace.
2 Timothy 1:9: …who has saved us and 
call-ed us to a holy life—not because of 
anything we have done but because of 
his own pur-pose and grace. This grace 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time.

We cannot earn it by keeping the law
Romans 6:14: For sin shall no longer be 
your master, because you are not under 
the law, but under grace.
Galatians 2:16: [We] know that a person 
is not justified by observing the law, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have 
put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
ob-serving the law, because by observing 
the law no one will be justified.

Examples of those who received grace
Abraham
Galatians 3:18: For if the inheritance de-
pends on the law, then it no longer 
depends on the promise; but God in his 
grace gave it to Abraham through a 
promise.

Paul
Ephesians 3:2: Surely you have heard a-
bout the administration of God’s grace 
that was given me for you.
1 Timothy 1:12-16: I thank Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who has given me strength, that 

he considered me trustworthy, appointing 
me to his service. Even though I was 
once a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and 
unbelief. The grace of our Lord was 
poured out on me abundantly, along with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the worst. But for that very 
reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 
the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an ex-
ample for those who would believe in him.

All believers
Ephesians 1:7-8: In him we have 
redemp-tion through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace that he lavished 
o n u s . W i t h a l l w i s - d o m a n d 
understanding.

What happens to believers through 
grace:
They are chosen
Romans 11:5: So too, at the present time 
there is a remnant chosen by grace.

They are called
Galatians 1:15-16: But when God, who 
set me apart from birth and called me by 
his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son 
in me so that I might preach him among 
the Gen-tiles, my immediate response 
was not to consult any human being.

They believe
Acts 18:27: When Apollos wanted to go 
to Achaia, the believers encouraged him 
and wrote to the disciples there to 
welcome him. When he arrived, he was a 
great help to those who by grace had 
believed.
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They are justified
Romans 3:24: And all are justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.
Titus 3:7: So that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life.

They receive righteousness
Romans 5:17: For if, by the trespass of 
one man, death reigned through that one 
man, how much more will those who 
receive God’s abundant provision of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ!

They are saved
Acts 15:11: No! We believe it is through 
the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are 
saved, just as they are.
Titus 2:11: For the grace of God has ap-
peared that offers salvation to all people.

They are forgiven
Ephesians 1:7 : In h im we have 
redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 
the riches of God’s grace.
They receive many good things
Romans 8:32: He who did not spare his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously 
give us all things?
James 1:17: Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows.

They receive spiritual gifts
Romans 12:6: We have different gifts, 
ac-cording to the grace given to each of 
us…
Ephesians 4:7-12: But to each one of us 
grace has been g iven as Chr is t 
apportioned it. This is why it says: “When 

he ascended on high, he took many 
c a p t i v e s a n d g a v e g i f t s t o h i s 
people.” (What does “he ascend-ed” 
mean except that he also descended to 
the lower, earthly regions? He who des-
cended is the very one who ascended 
higher than all the heavens, in order to fill 
the whole universe.) So Christ himself 
gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to 
equip his people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up.

They receive encouragement & have 
hope
2 Thessalonians 2:16: May our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who lov-ed us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope.

They receive help in time of need & 
may approach God’s throne of grace
Hebrews 4:16: Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.

They are able to bear up under 
suffering
2 Corinthians 12:9: But he said to me 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weak-nesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.

They are glorified in Christ
2 Thessalonians 1:12: We pray this so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Relationship of believers to grace
They are under grace
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Romans 6:14: For sin shall no longer be 
your master, because you are not under 
the law, but under grace.

They stand in grace
Romans 5:2: Through whom we have 
gain-ed access into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope 
of the glory of God.

They are what they are by grace
1 Corinthians 15:10: But by the grace of 
God I am what I am, and his grace to me 
was not without effect. No, I worked 
harder than all of them—yet not I, but the 
grace of God that was with me.

They abound in grace
2 Corinthians 9:8: And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you 
will a-bound in every good work.
1 Timothy 1:14: The grace of our Lord 
was poured out on me abundantly, along 
with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus.

They share in God’s grace
Philippians 1:7: It is right for me to feel 
this way about all of you, since I have you 
in my heart and, whether I am in chains 
or de-fending and confirming the gospel, 
all of you share in God’s grace with me.

They are strengthened by grace
Hebrews 13:9: Do not be carried away 
by all kinds of strange teachings. It is 
good for our hearts to be strengthened by 
grace, not by the eating of ceremonial 
foods, which is of no benefit to those who 
observe such rituals.

They must grow in grace
2 Peter 3:18: But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory both now and 
forev-er! Amen.

They must not receive grace in vain
2 Corinthians 6:1: As God’s co-workers 
we urge you not to receive God’s grace in 
vain.

They can fall away from grace
Galatians 5:4: You who are trying to be 
justified by the law have been alienated 
from Christ; you have fallen away from 
grace.
Hebrews 6:4-6: It is impossible for those 
who have once been enlightened, who 
have tasted the heavenly gift, who have 
shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted 
the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the coming age and who have 
fallen a-way, to be brought back to 
repentance. To their loss they are 
crucifying the Son of God all over again 
and subjecting him to public disgrace.

The wicked experience grace
Isaiah 26:10: But when grace is shown to 
the wicked, they do not learn righteous-
ness; even in a land of uprightness they 
go on doing evil and do not regard the 
majesty of the Lord.
Matthew 5:45: That you may be children 
of your Father in heaven. He causes the 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous.
Acts 14:17: Yet he has not left himself 
without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven 
and crops in their seasons; he provides 
you with plenty of food and fills your 
hearts with joy.
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